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"THE WIRE TAPPERS, "GUN RUNNERS." ETC

NOVELIZED FROM THE PAT HE PHOTO PLAY OF THE SAME NAME

FIRST EPISODE

tonmcMT. fix Y AWT Mm tTEINCtH

On Windward Island.
The Bea wind, freshening as the

Bun fell low, riilleil the shallower chan-
nel waters and struck inland to cool
the heat-bake- d dunes cf Windward
Island.

On the most westerly, lip of that
Island, shaded by a grove of rustling
eucalyptus trees, a man and woman
Gtood staring across the beryl-tinte- d

Sea arm to where the shores cf South
Carolina lay low and dim in the dis-

tance.
"You were not made for a life like

this," said the man, speaking with that
softness peculiar to the

Italian voice.
"It's the only life I've known for

Bine long years," she answered, with-

out looking at him.
"And it's the only life yon ever will

know," he declared with sudden bold-
ness, "if you refuse to wake up to the
fact that your husband is mad. I am
a physician, and 1 know. No sane man
brings a woman to an island like this,
to an island that's only fit for clams
and seagulls, and spends the best
years of his life yes, and her life
looking for a nitrate mine that never
existed, and never could exist in such
a place."

"But my husband's workmen have
found traces of nitrate." protested
Mrs. Golden, fixed in her determina-
tion of loyalty.

Palidori, the Italian, laughed softiy.
"And that nitrate, dear lady, was

planted there by Golden himself. Tor
your husband is deceiving you. He's
searching for gold, yellow gold, mil-

lions of dollars worth of gold. But
that gold he will never find, for it
exists only in his imagination."

"I cannot listen to words like that."
protested the azure-eye- d wife; "I will
not!"

"That's because you are afraid of
the truth. Why do you suppose Golden
has spent thousands and thousands ill
saving his miserable island from the
ocean? Why has he put up seawalls
and dykes, and constructed a great
levee like that to keep the open At-

lantic from encroaching on those
preciou3 sand fields of his. at every
high tide? Why, except to keep the
water back from that buried treasure
of his? And what has all this mad-
ness brought to you?"

"I think I regret only the day that
brought you to Windward island.' she
quietly replied, as their eyes met.

"And I, too, shall regret that day
If it means I must go away empty
handed."

"I think my husband would kill you
If he heard you speak to me like
this!"

Palidori shrugged a shoulders.
He is at least watching us from tho

porch of the mancr house there," an-

nounced the Italian. "And that I
must accept as a compliment."

"Then we must gD back," said the
woman, visibly alarmed.

"And you go back not believing in
me?" asked Palidori as he walked be-Ei-

her.
"I cannot believe you or believe in

you! Even if what you say is true,
how should you know his maps and
papers are worthless?"

"If you doubt me. I merely ask that
you hand me your husband's keys.
Then I will bring to you a bag of this
Chilean nitrate that he kci.ps hidden
away in his inner study, that he scat-
ters about in the plantation sands to
salt his famous mine with. You hesi-
tate, naturally. I!ut if this is not true,
why should that inner room be so
Jealously lucked and guarded?"

"It is guarded only because the
Golden jewels are kept there," was
the triumphant retort; "jewels worth
a king's ransom!"

"Yet his loveliest jewel is not kept
under lock and key," murmured Toli-dor- i.

"Fnlcss yeu tell me you will
bring that key to the shrubbery be-

yond the !i:anor house 1 will take you
i'i ray arms here, unci.T your husband's
ey. s!"

"St'p!" cried the unhappy wife, as
he stepped closer t her.

"Will ycu bring the key?'' for Pali-

dori knew that Jewels worth a king's
ransom were also worth one final ef-

fort.
She white-fac- t d. as be re-

peated the ci.mTnan-1-

"Yes," she g;..,p.-.l- as a fair-haire-

child cf six ran '.ihth fr;r.; the ls;ui;r
house steps to meet l, - mother.

Palidori, lighting a h ,r Me, turned
carelessly away and s;. pit .1 to-

ward the siiruMnTy of t' t astern
.it!t. Margory. the fair-hair- - .1 hild.

clattered ai d fluttered birdlil." iilnul
i r silent n. other as she appro;., bed

the house and pa?s- - il inside. I'.ut on
the wide log(::a Kiit.cli Golden, st. i

and grim lippt d, paced back and
forth, stared by the nres of
suspicions. He wheeled about and
at: into the house.

lie passed through the o,uiet room
until he cin e to his study and rang
for a servant.

' Ask Mrs. Golden to come here," he
c "lmaml-d- .

"She's down i:i the v t.t
the Ei.it point v. ' h ,iuuor i'u.aio:!,"

nervously acknowledged the oU re-

tainer.
Golden leaped to his feet. He strode,

white-faced- , through the silent house,
hurried on along the narrow garden
paths, and suddenly slackened his
pace as he approached the thick shrub-
bery beyond. The sound of voices
came to his ear. Creeping forward he
cautiously parted the branches. There,
screened from the world about them.
Palidori stood gazing down into his
wife's eyes.

"I cannot give you the key." he
heard her say. "My husband still has
it."

"Then what can we do?" asked the
Italian.

"I will give it to you tonight. It
will be safer then," was ti'-- quaver-
ing answer.

"Then you must give me more than
the key." murmured Palidori.

Golden, dropping back, staggered
away like a stricken animal and heard
no more. His last hope had withered
out. The worst was known. Ha re-

entered his home, like a man in a
dream. lie sat gray-face- at his desk,
a sweat of agony beading his great
body. Then. an hour of silent
wrestling wiih r.is soul, the natural
belligerency of the fighting man awak
ened in hini. Seeing only one course
before him. he sent curtly for three

i of his retainers, three huge nee-roe-

whom be knew hp could trust. To
each of these he handed out a belt and
holster containing a revolver. Then
he briefly and coldly gave his orders.
"This island," he grimly announced,
"makes its own laws!"

And late that night, when the hour
for his intervention drew nearer, he
was almost able to exult in finding
something against which to centralize
all his earlier vague suspicions. He
moved with both ca'mitess and pre-

cision. He shewed the quick instinct
cf the trained hunter in seeking cover
behind the heavy portieres, for the
French window beside him command-
ed a view of both the library within
and the moonlit garden without. And
along the shrubbery of this garden he
soon detected Falidori ster.ng. car-

rying a traveling-ba- g in his hand and
a coat over his arm. Through the soft
ly lighted library, a minute later, the
figure of GolJen's wife slowly ad-

vanced. She crept out through the
French windows, which stood open,
stepped down into the garden, and
passed on through the Fhrubbery to
where Palidori stood waiting in the
shadows.

The watching husband could
two come together, he could
murmur of whispering voices, he couid i

see Pa'idori's hand go out and clasp
the woman's.

"I will not go alone. I love you,
and I wart you to be happy!"

The woman's answer cculj not be
heard. I'.ut Palidori, stepping sudden-
ly forward, ch; sped her in his arms,
and forced back her head until his
lips smothered the cry that rose to
her cwn.

It was then that the p!anter stamped
on the wooden floor, not with mere
rage, but as a signal to his waiting
servants. He could hear his wife's
call for help, for already bis three
huge negroes had darte'd through the
bushes and surrounded Palidori.

The Italian, drawing his revolver
S3 he wheeled about, found his fire-

arm suddenly knocked from his hand.
Even before Golden could reach him
he was seized and overpowered and
held a prisoner. The master of the
manor, once his path was plain, was
not given to hesitation.

"Tie up that man," was his curt
command, "and take him to the manor
cellars!"

Then Golden turned to bis wife.
"Ycu will come with me!" he said,

as he p iat.-- towards the open
French windows.

It was r until she reached the
e nter of t! " l.ghfed room that she
turned an 1 regarded him with wound-
ed yet pleading eyes.

"You have dishonored my home,
and rev i.a ue. That leaves you only
one t!ir-- to do. You will go ironi
that home." l.e cried, with increasing
passion. "I want vnii to go. and go
now. and in ver cross my path again! '.

"Wait!" she" cri-- d. with her hand
on her heart. "Listen to "

"It is too late lor words. I said. Un-

til you leave this bouse, I cannot
bieat':. o in it."

"I'.ut I (I'd nothing wroi.g. Oh, God,
if I I ::.d known! If I"

"I want you to go!" he repeated.
(.i:i.l::i'.s h;:;d trembled as she

pLss 3 oat through tie- door, but otli- -

. a is.; he gave no of the feelings
waving l.im.
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'. iind rage sa!;g through the planter's
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